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PARTICULATES 

Dust and other soil particles that accumulate on 
and within fibers 
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SOOT 

General term for dark and oily deposit caused by 
air pollution or fire 
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MOLD/MILDEW 

Microbial activity, often seen as stains or surface 
growth, exacerbated by humidity 
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ACCRETION 

Deposit of extraneous material on the surface, 
such as mud or fly speck 
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STAIN 
Soiled or dirty spot 
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DISCOLORATION 

General change in the color of an area from the 
prevailing tone 
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